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New Educational
Opportunity

LVenture Solution:
A very different kind of education

Problem
1. Too many kids, especially Black and
Hispanic, are seriously underperforming
and dropping out because the
education system does not work for
them.

Allentown School District 2012
Graduation Rate

66%

11th Gr PSSA Math Proficient +

25%

11th Gr PSSA English Proficient +

34%

2. Even kids who manage the
traditional academics are often not
qualified for today’s middle class and
better jobs because they lack mindset
and life skills including initiative,
communications, collaboration,
critical thinking, problem solving,
and innovation.

1. LVenture discovers and develops the
leader each child was born to be,
preparing leaders who will create a
better, more sustainable future for all.
2. Students learn by figuring out how to
address complex, real problems that
interest them, including issues in their
community and for local companies,
so they learn relevant academics as
well as how to learn, how to solve
problems, and how business and
industry work.
3. Students decide what direction to go
and how to address each problem, so
they take ownership for learning, with
teachers facilitating.

3. Allentown, the Lehigh Valley, and the
U.S. must develop much higher skilled
talent than ever before if we want to
thrive with good jobs and wages in
the 21st Century global economy.

The right education is essential to
everything from personal
achievement and fulfillment to a
healthy, sustainable future for all.

LVenture students will not study
math, they will do math. They
will not study leadership, they will
do leadership!

Why the name “LVenture”?
Students will experience a learning adventure
where they discover their unique strengths
and passions, develop those skills to be the
best they can be, and explore career roles
where they can be successful and fulfilled.
What are the particulars?
LVenture is proposed to open with grades 6-9
in September 2015, and then add grades to
complete 6-12. It will be located in center city
Allentown.
Is there any cost?
LVenture is a free public charter school, where
costs are borne by tax dollars. If more students
enroll than there are spaces, we are required
to select students by lottery, with preference
given to students from the Allentown School
District.
Has this been tried before?
LVenture’s founders have used the approach
with great success locally in a summer program
(eVenture) and a high school leadership program
at Lincoln Leadership Academy. Nationally
recognized schools including High Tech High,
Manor New Tech High, and Big Picture Learning
schools (all public district or charter schools)
have built their schools around the approach.
Education leaders including the Hewlett
Foundation and George Lucas’ Edutopia are
supporting the principles as the future for
education. Refer to our website for links.
What about traditional exams?
Students will be required to take the mandatory
state exams, but the exams will not be the
focus of the learning. Students at the schools
cited above, which serve a high percentage of
economically disadvantaged kids, have scored
dramatically better than their peers on
standardized exams.

